The hashed area indicates the region where the residuals from the PSF subtraction are large. With upcoming spectroscopic observations on the VLT, we will be able to confirm if this candidate is actually the galaxy counterpart of the DLA.
redshift range of ∆z=0.053. The inferred density of objects is about 15 arcmin −2 per unit redshift to a 5σ flux limit of 6×10 −18 erg s −1 cm −2 , a surface density which is 15 times larger than for LBGs (Steidel et al. 1996) . This is consistent with the fact that ∼90% of our candidates are fainter than the R=25.5 spectroscopic limit for LBGs. Hence, we have already bridged at least some of the gap existing between LBGs and DLAs. In addition, one of our candidates is located at an impact parameter of only 1.4 arcsec from the QSO and is therefore a prime candidate for the DLA galaxy counterpart (Fig. 1) . Spectroscopic follow-up of this first sample is under way.
